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 The River Crossing Challenge

Starting Position

The lady, goat, flowering plant, and wolf are on the left river
bank. The boat is ready, but it can carry only the lady and one

passenger at a time.

Your Goal

Get the lady, goat, flowering plant and wolf safely together on
the right river bank.
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 Need a Hint?
Give everyone time to think and suggest a move before opening a hint.

 Hint 1 — Who Should Go First?
Think about which passenger causes trouble when left with either of the other two.

 Hint 2 — Someone Needs to Come Back
The lady doesn't always have to move someone to the other side. Sometimes she needs to bring someone back.

 Hint 3 — Think About the Goat
The goat is the tricky passenger. Think about what happens when the goat is left with the wolf or the flowering
plant.

 Still Stuck?
Think about taking the goat first.
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 Ready to See the Solution?
Give everyone time to think and suggest a move before opening the solution.

 Show Solution
In this solution, the wolf crosses before the flowering plant.

1. Take the goat across.
2. Return alone.
3. Take the wolf across.
4. Bring the goat back.
5. Take the flowering plant across.
6. Return alone.
7. Take the goat across.
 Another Solution

In this version, the flowering plant crosses before the wolf.

1. Take the goat across.
2. Return alone.
3. Take the flowering plant across.
4. Bring the goat back.
5. Take the wolf across.
6. Return alone.
7. Take the goat across.
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